Sunday, March 30, 2025
Fourth Sunday of Lent

Prayer for the Morning

There is no god like our God: come, let us adore!
Glory to the Father, ...Amen.

Hymn Meter: 87 87 87

God, omnipotent, eternal,

Just and true in all your ways,

King of saints and Lord of angels,
Far above all mortal praise,

You have made us, you have loved us
Since those first rebellious days.
Lord, forgive us; Lord restore us,
Prodigal, unkind, uncouth,

Rouse in us the mind of mercy,
Make us lovers of your truth—

Fit to hear it, fit to share it—

So renew our primal youth.

Teach us to delight in justice,

Virtue, peace, integrity,

Join the dance of heavn’ly wisdom,
Search and suffer fearlessly,
Looking for that promised Kingdom
Where your truth shall make us free.

Psalm 86:3-11, 15-17
I show favors to whom 1 will; I grant mercy to whom I
will. (cf. Ex 33:19)

God bestows mercy according to his own love, not
according to our small sense of what is fitting. All pleas
for help are heard by this -merciful Father.

You are my God, have mercy on me, Lord,
for | cry to you all the day long.

Give joy to your servant, O Lord,

for to you I lift up my soul.

O Lord, you are good and forgiving,

full of love to all who call.

Give heed, O Lord, to my prayer

and attend to the sound of my voice.

In the day of distress | will call

and surely you will reply.

Among the gods there is none like you, O Lord;
nor work to compare with yours.

All the nations shall come to adore you
and glorify your name, O Lord:

for you are great and do marvelous deeds,
you who alone are God.

Show me, Lord, your way

so that | may walk in your truth.

Guide my heart to fear your name.

But you, God of mercy and compassion,
slow to anger, O Lord,

abounding in love and truth,

turn and take pity on me.

0 give your strength to your servant

and save your handmaid’s son.

Show me a sign of your favor

that my foes may see to their shame
that you console me and give me your help..
Glory to the Father...

Word of God Matthew 7:9-11

Which one of you would hand his son a stone when he
asks for a loaf of bread, or a snake when he asks for a
fish? If you then, who are wicked, know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will your
heavenly Father give good things to those who ask
him.

God is rich in mercy because of the great love he has
for us. (cf. Eph 2:4)

Canticle of Zechariah

Now we must celebrate and rejoice, because your brother
was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has
been found. (Lk 15:32)

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has come to his
people and set them free. He has raised up for us a mighty
savior, born of the house of his servant David.

Through his holy prophets he promised of old that he would
save us from our enemies, from the hands of all who hate
us. He promised to show mercy to our fathers and to
remember his holy covenant.

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham: to set us
free from the hands of our enemies, free to worship him
without fear, holy and righteous in his sight all the days of
our life.

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, to give his
people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their
sins.

In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high
shall break upon us, to shine on those who dwell in darkness
and the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way
of peace.

Glory to the Father...
Intercessions
As recipients of God’s everlasting mercy, let us turn
and pray for those in need:

R/Give heed, O Lord, to our prayers.

For those who have drifted into indifference to your
call: - draw them to yourself. R/
For those who avoid you out of fear: - reassure them of
your forgiveness. R/
For those who have lost their way: - guide them back
to you.: R/

Personal intentions
Our Father....
God of mercy and compassion, you send your Holy Spirit
upon your Church with the gift of conversion in this holy
season of Lent. Grant us the wisdom to see and to choose
aright, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Reading 1 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a
The Lord said to Samuel: “Fill your horn with oil, and be on
your way. | am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for | have
chosen my king from among his sons.”

As Jesse and his sons came to the sacrifice, Samuel looked
at Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is here
before him.” But the Lord said to Samuel: “Do not judge
from his appearance or from his lofty stature, because | have
rejected him. Not as man sees does God see, because man
sees the appearance but the Lord looks into the heart.” In
the same way Jesse presented seven sons before Samuel,
but Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any one
of these.” Then Samuel asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons
you have?” Jesse replied, “There is still the youngest, who is
tending the sheep.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Send for him; we
will not begin the sacrificial banquet until he arrives here.”
Jesse sent and had the young man brought to them. He was
ruddy, a youth handsome to behold and making a splendid
appearance. The Lord said, “There—anoint him, for this is the
one!” Then Samuel, with the horn of oil in hand, anointed
David in the presence of his brothers; and from that day on,
the spirit of the Lord rushed upon David.

Reading 2 Ephesians 5:8-14
Brothers and sisters: You were once darkness, but now you
are light in the Lord. Live as children of light, for light
produces every kind of goodness and right-eousness and
truth. Try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part
in the fruitless works of darkness; rather expose them, for it
is shameful even to mention the things done by them in
secret; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible,
for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore, it
says:/ “Awake, O sleeper,/ and arise from the dead,/ and
Christ will give you light.”

Gospel John 9:1-41
As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth. His
disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither
he nor his parents sinned; it is so that the works of God
might be made visible through him. We have to do the works
of the one who sent me while it is day. Night is coming when
no one can work. While | am in the world, | am the light of
the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground
and made clay with the saliva, and smeared the clay on his
eyes, and said to him, “Go wash in the Pool of Siloam”"—
which means Sent—. So he went and washed, and came
back able to see.

His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a
beggar said, “Isn’t this the one who used to sit and beg?”
Some said, “It is,” but others said, “No, he just looks like
him.” He said, “l am.” So they said to him, “How were your
eyes opened?” He replied, “The man called Jesus made clay
and anointed my eyes and told me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’
So | went there and washed and was able to see.” And they
said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I don’t know.”

They brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees.
Now Jesus had made clay and opened his eyes on a
sabbath. So then the Pharisees also asked him how he was

able to see. He said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and |
washed, and now | can see.” So some of the Pharisees said,
“This man is not from God, because he does not keep the
sabbath.” But others said, “How can a sinful man do such
signs?” And there was a division among them. So they said
to the blind man again, “What do you have to say about him,
since he opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”

Now the Jews did not believe that he had been blind and
gained his sight until they summoned the parents of the one
who had gained his sight. They asked them, “Is this your son,
who you say was born blind? How does he now see?” His
parents answered and said, “We know that this is our son
and that he was born blind. We do not know how he sees
now, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him, he is of
age; he can speak for himself.” His parents said this because
they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed
that if anyone acknowledged him as the Christ, he would be
expelled from the synagogue. For this reason his parents
said, “He is of age; question him.”

So a second time they called the man who had been blind
and said to him, “Give God the praise! We know that this
man is a sinner.” He replied, “If he is a sinner, | do not know.
One thing | do know is that | was blind and now | see.” So
they said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open
your eyes?” He answered them, “I told you already and you
did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you
want to become his disciples, t00?” They ridiculed him and
said, “You are that man’s disciple; we are disciples of Moses!
We know that God spoke to Moses, but we do not know
where this one is from.” The man answered and said to
them, “This is what is so amazing, that you do not know
where he is from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that God
does not listen to sinners, but if one is devout and does his
will, he listens to him. It is unheard of that anyone ever
opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not
from God, he would not be able to do anything.” They
answered and said to him, “You were born totally in sin, and
are you trying to teach us?” Then they threw him out.

When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he found
him and said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He
answered and said, “Who is he, sir, that | may believe in
him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one
speaking with you is he.” He said, “I do believe, Lord,” and he
worshiped him. Then Jesus said, “I came into this world for
judgment, so that those who do not see might see, and
those who do see might become blind.”

Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and
said to him, “Surely we are not also blind, are we?” Jesus
said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no sin; but
now you are saying, ‘We see,’ so your sin remains.”

Men of St. Joseph Prayer

St. Joseph, help me to be like you. Help me to be obedient
to the teachings of the Church and faithful to God’s
commands. Help me to patiently endure my cross each day.
Let me be a model of holiness and a pillar of virtue. |
solemnly promise to embrace God’s will and | accept the
challenge to work tirelessly for my family’s salvation. Be my
guide and companion on this journey. St. Joseph, terror of
demons, pray for us!

Prayer for the Morning text used with permission of

Maghnificat.



