
Sunday, April 13, 2025 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord   

Prayer for the Morning  
Blessed is the king who comes/in the name of the Lord! 
 (Lk 19:38)  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for 
ever. Amen.  
Hymn Meter: 76 76 D 
R/All glory, laud and honor, 
To you, Redeemer, King, 
To whom the lips of children 
Made sweet hosannas ring. 
 
You are the King of Israel, 
And David’s royal Son, 
Now in the Lord’s Name coming, 
Our King and blessed One. R/ 
The people of the Hebrews 
With palms before you went; 
Our praise and prayer and anthems 
Before you we present. R/ 
To you, before your Passion, 
They sang their hymns of praise; 
To you, now high exalted, 
Our melody we raise. R/ 

Psalm 145 1-7, 11, 13a  
You say I am a king.  (Jn 18:37) 
At Easter we will reclaim the truth of Jesus’ triumph, 
darkened by the days of suffering and death that followed 
his entry into Jerusalem. Through the mystery of the cross, 
we are made wiser than those who thought his kingdom a 
mere political phenomenon.     
 
I will give you glory, O God my King, 
I will bless your name for ever. 
I will bless you day after day 
and praise your name for ever. 
The Lord is great, highly to be praised, 
his greatness cannot be measured. 
Age to age shall proclaim your works, 
shall declare your mighty deeds, 
shall speak of your splendor and glory, 
tell the tale of your wonderful works. 
They will speak of your terrible deeds, 
recount your greatness and might. 
They will recall your abundant goodness; 
age to age shall ring out your justice. 
They shall speak of the glory of your reign 
and declare your might, O God. 
Yours is an everlasting kingdom; 
your rule lasts from age to age.   
 Glory to the Father… 
 

Word of God Zechariah 9:9   
Rejoice heartily, O daughter Zion,/ shout for joy, 
O daughter Jerusalem!/ See, your king shall come to 
you;/ a just savior is he,/ Meek, and riding on an ass,/ 
on a colt, the foal of an ass. 
Hosanna!) 

Canticle of Zechariah  

My kingdom does not belong to this world.  (Jn 18:36)  

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has come to 
his people and set them free.  He has raised up for us a 
mighty savior, born of the house of his servant David. 
Through his holy prophets he promised of old that he 
would save us from our enemies, from the hands of all 
who hate us. He promised to show mercy to our fathers 
and to remember his holy covenant. 
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham: to 
set us free from the hands of our enemies, free to 
worship him without fear, holy and righteous in his 
sight all the days of our life.  
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most 
High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
to give his people knowledge of salvation by the 
forgiveness of their sins.   
In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on 
high shall break upon us, to shine on those who dwell 
in darkness and the shadow of death, and to guide our 
feet into the way of peace.  
 Glory to the Father… 
Intercessions  
Intercessions 
Let us acclaim our faith in the true triumph of the 
cross: 

R/Your love is stronger than death, O Lord. 
Out of the depths of the world’s sin, 
– we pray and we believe: R/ 
Out of the depths of the world’s weariness, 
– we pray and we believe: R/ 
Out of the depths of the world’s faithlessness, 
– we pray and we believe: R/ 
Out of the depths of the world’s passing fancies, 
– we pray and we believe: R/ 
Out of the depths of the world’s illusions, 
– we pray and we believe: R/ 
 Personal intentions 
Our Father…. 
O Lord, we are so easily deceived still into expecting from 
you a kingdom governed according to the laws of this 
world. Keep our eyes fixed on the triumph of life over death 
through the mystery of the cross, so that we may grow into 
a deeper understanding of the power of your law of love 
over the laws of human expectation, through Christ our 
Lord. Amen    



Sunday, April 13, 2025 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

Reading 1 Isaiah 50:4-7  
The Lord God has given me/ a well-trained tongue,/ that I 
might know how to speak to the weary/ a word that will 
rouse them./ Morning after morning/ he opens my ear that I 
may hear;/ and I have not rebelled,/ have not turned back./ 
I gave my back to those who beat me,/ my cheeks to those 
who plucked my beard;/ my face I did not shield/ from 
buffets and spitting. 
The Lord God is my help,/ therefore I am not disgraced;/ I 
have set my face like flint,/ knowing that I shall not be put to 
shame.   
Reading 2 Philippians 2:6-11 
Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God,/ did not 
regard equality with God/ something to be grasped./ Rather, 
he emptied himself,/ taking the form of a slave,/ coming in 
human likeness;/ and found human in appearance,/ he 
humbled himself,/ becoming obedient to the point of 
death,/ even death on a cross./ Because of this, God greatly 
exalted him/ and bestowed on him the name/ which is 
above every name,/ that at the name of Jesus/ every knee 
should bend,/ of those in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth,/ and every tongue ­confess that/ Jesus Christ is Lord,/ 
to the glory of God the Father.   

Gospel Luke 23:1-49   
NOTE: This is the short version. Full version is Luke 22:24 -
23:56 and would require multiple pages to reproduce here. 
Then the whole company of them arose, and brought him 
before Pilate. And they began to accuse him, saying, "We 
found this man perverting our nation, and forbidding us to 
give tribute to Caesar, and saying that he himself is Christ a 
king." And Pilate asked him, "Are you the King of the Jews?" 
And he answered him, "You have said so." And Pilate said to 
the chief priests and the multitudes, "I find no crime in this 
man." But they were urgent, saying, "He stirs up the people, 
teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee even to this 
place."   
When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a 
Galilean.  And when he learned that he belonged to Herod's 
jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who was himself in 
Jerusalem at that time.  When Herod saw Jesus, he was very 
glad, for he had long desired to see him, because he had 
heard about him, and he was hoping to see some sign done 
by him. So he questioned him at some length; but he made 
no answer. The chief priests and the scribes stood by, 
vehemently accusing him. And Herod with his soldiers 
treated him with contempt and mocked him; then, arraying 
him in gorgeous apparel, he sent him back to Pilate. And 
Herod and Pilate became friends with each other that very 
day, for before this they had been at enmity with each other.  
Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers 
and the people, and said to them, "You brought me this man 
as one who was perverting the people; and after examining 
him before you, behold, I did not find this man guilty of any 
of your charges against him; neither did Herod, for he sent 
him back to us. Behold, nothing deserving death has been 
done by him; I will therefore chastise him and release him." 
But they all cried out together, "Away with this man, and 
release to us Barabbas"-- a man who had been thrown into 
prison for an insurrection started in the city, and for murder. 
Pilate addressed them once more, desiring to release Jesus; 
but they shouted out, "Crucify, crucify him!" A third time he 

said to them, "Why, what evil has he done? I have found in 
him no crime deserving death; I will therefore chastise him 
and release him." But they were urgent, demanding with 
loud cries that he should be crucified. And their voices 
prevailed. So Pilate gave sentence that their demand should 
be granted. He released the man who had been thrown into 
prison for insurrection and murder, whom they asked for; but 
Jesus he delivered up to their will.  
And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, 
who was coming in from the country, and laid on him the 
cross, to carry it behind Jesus. And there followed him a 
great multitude of the people, and of women who bewailed 
and lamented him. But Jesus turning to them said, 
"Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for 
yourselves and for your children. For behold, the days are 
coming when they will say, 'Blessed are the barren, and the 
wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never gave 
suck!' Then they will begin to say to the mountains, 'Fall on 
us'; and to the hills, 'Cover us.' For if they do this when the 
wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?" Two others 
also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death 
with him. And when they came to the place which is called 
The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on 
the right and one on the left. And Jesus said, "Father, forgive 
them; for they know not what they do." And they cast lots to 
divide his garments. And the people stood by, watching; but 
the rulers scoffed at him, saying, "He saved others; let him 
save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!" The 
soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him 
vinegar, and saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save 
yourself!" There was also an inscription over him, "This is the 
King of the Jews."  
One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, 
"Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!" But the other 
rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are 
under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed 
justly; for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but 
this man has done nothing wrong." And he said, "Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom."  And he 
said to him, "Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in 
Paradise."  
It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness 
over the whole land until the ninth hour, while the sun's light 
failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then 
Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, "Father, into thy hands I 
commit my spirit!" And having said this he breathed his last. 
Now when the centurion saw what had taken place, he 
praised God, and said, "Certainly this man was innocent!" 
And all the multitudes who assembled to see the sight, when 
they saw what had taken place, returned home beating their 
breasts.  And all his acquaintances and the women who had 
followed him from Galilee stood at a distance and saw these 
things. 
  

Men of St. Joseph Prayer 
St. Joseph, help me to be like you.  Help me to be obedient 
to the teachings of the Church and faithful to God’s 
commands.  Help me to patiently endure my cross each day. 
Let me be a model of holiness and a pillar of virtue.  I 
solemnly promise to embrace God’s will and I accept the 
challenge to work tirelessly for my family’s salvation.  Be my 
guide and companion on this journey. St. Joseph, terror of 
demons, pray for us!  

Prayer for the Morning text used with permission of 
Magnificat. 


